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The 1922 state, comprising 26 of the 32 counties of 
Ireland, was styled and known as the Irish Free State. 
The Constitution of Ireland, adopted in 1937, 
provides that "the name of the State is Éire, or, in the 
English language, Ireland". Section 2 of the Republic 
of Ireland Act 1948 states, "the name of the state is
the Republic of Ireland."

The government of the United Kingdom used the name 
"Eire" and, from 1949, "Republic of Ireland", for the 
state; it was not until the 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement that it used the name "Ireland".

As well as "Ireland", "Éire" or "the Republic of Ireland", 
the state is also referred to as "the Republic", 
"Southern Ireland" or "the South". In an Irish 
republican context it is often referred to as the Free 
State or the 26 Counties.
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Ireland's history began about 9,000 years ago. The Green Island was then 
overgrown with dense forest, where deer, bears and wolves roamed. 
Moreover, it was then that Ireland became an island. The ice age is over. The 
glacier covering Ireland and Great Britain melted down separating the two 
islands. The first inhabitants of the island lived in caves, moving from place 
to place in search of food - plants and animals. It wasn't until 6,000 B. C. they 
began to settle down and farm. The oldest surviving remains of the buildings 
of the first farmers in Europe can be found in Ireland. At Céide Fields in 
County Mayo, you can see fenced fields and animal pens.
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•population as of March 9, 2021 - 4 982 893

•population density – 71,5

•average age – 38,6



The Irish Pound was 
accepted until the 
end of March 2002, 
after which the only 
currency accepted in 
Ireland is the euro.

Sample prices:

 1-day bus ticket – 8,8 €

 bread roll – 0,28 €

 gasoline – 1,51 €/litre



The Irish are very hospitable and 
helpful people. They like to spend 
their free time in pubs, where they 
and their friends play bingo, chess or 
just sing. If there's a pub, there’s also 
beer, one of the country's favourite
drinks. Folk music plays an 
important role in Irish culture, but it 
is worth mentioning that rock
legends such as U2 and The 
Cranberries started their careers in 
Ireland. Other famous figures with 
Irish roots include. James Joyce, 
Oscar Wilde and James White. The 
national sport of the Irish is hurling, 
a variation of field hockey, but Irish 
football, which is an amalgamation 
of several sports such as hurling and 
field hockey, is also very popular. 
football and rugby.



 Claddagh ring is a traditional Irish ring that is given as a 
token of friendship, often used as an engagemet ring or 
wedding ring.

 Folk music has a very rich tradition here. Thousands of 
old melodies have been handed down from generation to 
generation, like legends and fairy tales, forming part of 
the national cultural heritage. Most instrumental music is 
dance music. It used to be played in kitchens, barns and 
at crossroads, during weddings, funerals and on various 
festive occasions. It has given people for centuries 
entertainment and a way to express their emotions. 
Typical dance tunes include jigs, reels and hornpipes.

 Two indigenous Irish sports are hurling and Gaelic 
football. Hurling is an Irish variety of grass hockey and the 
oldest team game. It requires extraordinary skills in 
handling the stick and ball and exceptional condition.
Whereas Gaelic football is a dynamic and aggressive cross 
between rugby and football.



Who was Saint Patrick? 

Was a fifth-century Romano-British 
Christian missionary and bishop in 
Ireland. Known as the "Apostle of 
Ireland", he is the primary patron saint of 
Ireland, the other patron saints being 
Brigit of Kildare and Columba. Patrick 
was never formally canonised, having 
lived prior to the current laws of the 
Catholic Church in these matters. 
Nevertheless, he is venerated as a Saint in 
the Catholic Church and in the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, where he is regarded 
as equal-to-the-apostles and Enlightener 
of Ireland. He is also regarded as a Saint 
within the framework of their respective 
doctrine by the Anglican Communion 
and the Lutheran Churches.



Is a cultural and religious celebration held on 17 
March, the traditional death date of Saint 
Patrick, the foremost patron saint of Ireland.

Saint Patrick's Day was made an official Christian 
feast day in the early 17th century and is 
observed by the Catholic Church, the Anglican 
Communion, the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
and the Lutheran Church. The day 
commemorates Saint Patrick and the arrival of 
Christianity in Ireland, and celebrates the 
heritage and culture of the Irish in general. 
Celebrations generally involve public parades 
and festivals, céilís, and the wearing of green 
attire or shamrocks. Christians who belong to 
liturgical denominations also attend church 
services and historically the Lenten 
restrictions on eating and drinking alcohol 
were lifted for the day, which has encouraged 
and propagated the holiday's tradition of 
alcohol consumption.

Saint Patrick's Day is a public holiday in the 
Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, the 
Canadian province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, and the British Overseas Territory of 
Montserrat. It is also widely celebrated in the 
United Kingdom, Canada, United States, 
Brazil, Argentina, Australia and New Zealand, 
especially amongst Irish diaspora. Saint 
Patrick's Day is celebrated in more countries 
than any other national festival. Modern 
celebrations have been greatly influenced by 
those of the Irish diaspora, particularly those 
that developed in North America. However, 
there has been criticism of Saint Patrick's Day 
celebrations for having become too 
commercialised and for fostering negative 
stereotypes of the Irish people.





For eight hundred years the island 
of Ireland was considered a 
colony of Great Britain, and 
naturally the natives disagreed. 
But it wasn't until the early 20th 
century that the conflict reached 
its climax. In 1921 the Six 
Counties, now part of Northern 
Ireland, were separated from 
Ireland. Later, in 1949, the rest of 
the island declared itself an 
independent state. To date, the 
people of the Republic of Ireland  
do not like the British or people
from Northern Ireland



IRELAND NORTHER IRELAND

is a free and independent 
state

is part of the United 
Kingdom

Christian state most profess Protestantism

National Irish Holidays National Holidays of the
British

second offical language:
Irish

second official language: 
Scottish

capital city: Dublin capital city: Belfast



King John’s CastleIrish Whiskey Museum

Haĺpenny BridgeBlarney Castle



 Independence from Great Britain was gained 
on 6 December 1921

 The country is inhabited by about 120 000 
Poles

 The national animal is the deer 

 Political system - republic, parliamentary 
democracy

 The oldest pub, Sean's Bar was established 
over 900 years ago. 



Celtic cross

Its symbolism is very 
strong and refers to life, 

hope and faith in the 
cyclical nature.

Irish harp 
It is said to be a reference 
to the Middle Ages and 

the harp of Brian the Bold 
- an Irish king.

Shamrock
Is worn on the lapel of 

clothing by Irish people 
all over the world. It has 
also been adopted as a 
trademark by the Irish 

airline Aer Lingus as well 
as other companies 

wishing to emphasize 
their Irish affiliation.
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