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Ireland is an island in

the North Atlantic. It is

separated from Great

Britain to its east by the

North Channel, the Irish

Sea, and St. George’s

Channel.

Ireland is the second-larges

Island of the British Isles ,

the third-largest in Europe,

and the twentieth-largest

on Earth.



The patron saint of Ireland

is Saint Patrick



Saint Patrick was born 

in Wales about

AD 385. His given name 

was Maewyn Succat. 

When he was 16, he was 

sold into slavery to 

Ireland where he was 

a shepherd for 6 years. 

While in captivity he 

studied and turned to 

religion.



He escaped slavery and later 

returned to Ireland as a 

Missionary, determined to 

convert Ireland to Christianity. 

He travelled throughout 

Ireland, establishing 

monasteries, schools and 

churches across the country. 

His mission in Ireland lasted 

for thirty years. He died on 

March 17 in AD 461. That day 

has been commemorated as 

St. Patrick's



There are many legends about Saint Patrick.

One of them says that he chased snakes out of 

Ireland. Apparently he did it with a wooden cane -

chased the snakesinto the sea and forbade them to 

return. 



Another version tells the story of an old serpent

who resisted expulsion but was outsmarted - St.

Patrick built a box and invited the reptile inside.

The discussion grewmore intense as the snake

claimed that the box was too smallfor it. Finally, to

prove his point, the snake entered the box,

after which St. Patrick slammed the lid and threw

the box into the sea.



The story symbolises Patrick cleansing

the island from paganism. Patrick used the

three leaves of a shamrock to explain the Holy

Trinity. As a result, people in eighteenth century

Ireland started wearing shamrocks on 17 March

to symbolise their Irish Christian pride. That

tradition later grew into wearing green clothing,

which is still a popular St Patrick’s Day custom

today.



The modern history of Saint 

Patrick's Day celebrations 

began in the early 

17th century when March 17 

became a feast day for Roman 

Catholics in Ireland. At first 

the day was only a religious 

holiday until 1903 when it was 

introduced as a public holiday 

but it wasn't until the early 

1990s that the Irish authorities 

started using the festival to 

promote Irish culture and 

customs around the world.



Nowadays St. Patrick's Day is celebrated all over the

world by the Irish communities and lots of non-Irish

people, following the phrase Everyone wants to be Irish

on St. Patrick's Day. Traditional festivities include

wearing green or orange clothes, eating Irish food and

taking part in parades. It is interesting to note that the

largest St. Patrick's parade takes place in New York

City, with over 2 mln people taking part or watching the

event.



Green is the colour theme of the day and many people

wear green or orange clothing (the colours of the Irish

flag) or shamrocks on their hats. Streets are painted

green for the parade as well as blocks of flats,

fountains and other public places. Astonishingly,

Chicago even dyes its river green.



Leprechaun One of the most 

appealing of St. Patrick's Day 

symbolises the cheery, 

fatbellied tiny old shoemaker 

known to us as the leprechaun. 

In his green suit and cap, 

Leprechauns work day and 

night making the shoes for the 

fairies of Ireland.

Leprechaun in most stories 

leprechauns are rich and

bad tempered. They prefer to 

live far from the homes of 

people.



Leprikons are amazing fixers. 

Money is their greatest weakness,

a leprechaun can never be trusted.



Leprechaun they watch every penny they have

to spend, and keep their fortune

in a huge metal pot, which is their most

precious treasure. Leprikona's treasure has

become legendary among ordinary mortals,

and many have tried to conquer.



Another tradition related to the celebration

of St. Patrick's Day is a tradition of drinking whiskey.



The obligatory glass of whiskey is called

"Patrick's pitcher". Behind this tradition there is

a legend according to which Saint Patrick

frightened a certain innkeeper who did not pour

a full measure of alcohol that monsters would

appear in her inn. The scared woman had

always filled her glass since then
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