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National Symbols
The Irish flag consists of three colors: green (Catholic 

population), white (harmony and union) and orange 

(Irish Protestants). It symbolizes hope and political 

peace and was adopted by the Republic of Ireland 

during the War of Independence (1919 - 1921). 

Clover is an unofficial symbol of Ireland. She became 

famous by Saint Patrick, who used her three leaves to 

explain the concept of the Holy Trinity to pagans 

during his Christian mission of Ireland. The clover is 

also a symbol of luck, especially if it has four leaves.

The harp reflects the immortality of the soul.

Celtic Cross it’s the combination of the traditional 

Christian cross with a ring (a solar symbol of energy, a 

life source) surrounding the intersection.



History
The first known traces of settlement in Ireland are estimated 

at around 8,000 BC. and they were migrations of hunters 

from the European continent. From the 5th century AD, the 

island was Christianized by St. Patrick's Day, and from the 

8th century the Viking invasion began, which in 1014 was 

finally repelled by the troops of the then king Brian the 

Bold. Anglo-Norman expeditions began in 1169. 

During this period there were many kinds of uprisings and 

wars against the domination of England. In 1175, England 

strengthened its influence through the Treaty of Windsor, 

in 1605 it began displacement, and on the basis of an act of 

1800, it merged with Ireland into one state, creating the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 



The Great Famine occurred in Ireland in 1845–1849. 

Ireland's population then decreased by 20%. English 

domination ended in the early 20th century, first with the 

commencement of the Easter Rising in 1916 and with the 

signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 1921. The first Irish 

government was also formed during this period, led by 

Éamon de Valera, which sparked the Irish Civil War. 

Finally, in 1937, the Irish Constitution entered into force, 

which created the state of Ireland, which is in force to this 

day.

In 1955 Ireland became a member of the United Nations 

and in 1973 joined the European Community. In 1969, the 

political and ethnic conflict in Northern Ireland began, 

which ended in 1998 with the signing of the Good Friday 

Agreement between Ireland and Great Britain.



Geography
Ireland is an island in Northwestern 

Europe in the north Atlantic Ocean. The 

area of the country is 70 273 km2. The 

island is surrounded by the waters of the 

Atlantic Ocean, the Northern Channel of 

the Irish Sea, the Channel of St. George 

and the Celtic Sea. The main geographical 

features of the island are low central plains 

surrounded by coastal mountains. The west 

coast is uneven, with many islands, 

peninsulas, capes and bays. The island is 

divided into two parts by the Shannon 

River (360.5 km). There are many large 

lakes along Ireland's rivers.



Demographics
The population of Ireland is about 4,900,000. 

Ireland's largest religious group is Christianity. The 

largest denomination is Roman Catholicism. Most of 

the rest of the population adhere to one of the 

various Protestant denominations.

In the Republic of Ireland, counties form the basis of 

the system of local government. Counties Dublin 

(capital), Cork, Limerick, Galway, Waterfordand 

Tipperary have been broken up into smaller 

administrative areas.

The most common foreign nationalities include 

Polish, British, Lithuanian, Latvian and Nigerian.

The two official languages of the Republic of Ireland 

are Irish and English.



Flora and fauna
Forest is the natural dominant vegetation, but the 

total forest area is now only 5% of the total area. 

The natural forest cover was chiefly mixed sessile 

oak woodland with ash, wych elm, birch, and yew. 

Pine was dominant on poorer soils, with rowan and 

birch. The fauna of Ireland is basically similar to 

that of Britain, but there are some notable gaps. 

Among those absent are f.e. weasel, polecat, 

wildcat, moles, roe deer, snakes, and common 

toads. Ireland's isolation has made it notably free 

from plant and animal diseases. Among the 

common domestic animals, Ireland is particularly 

noted for its fine horses, dogs, and cattle. 

Because of its temperate marine humid climate, 

many species, including sub-tropical species such as 

palm trees, are grown in Ireland.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subtropics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arecaceae


Food and drink
Food and cuisine in Ireland takes its influence from 

the crops grown and animals farmed in the island's 

temperate climate and from the social and political 

circumstances of Irish history. 

Typical for Irish cuisine are dishes prepared with 

potatoes, milk and its products (such as butter), 

vegetables and meat, and cereal products made of 

oats and wheat. The current way of eating Irish 

people does not differ from that common in 

international cuisine, and ethnic restaurants are 

popular in the cities. The most popular alcoholic 

beverages are beer, cider and the famous whiskey.

A traditional Irish dish is lamb stew with 

potatoes, carrots and onions.



Famous people from Ireland

● Jack Gleeson (born May 20, 1992 in Cork) -

television, theater and film actor.

He began performing in the theater at the age of 

seven as part of the Independent Theater 

Workshop. He played minor roles in several 

cinema and television productions, including 

Batman: Beginning and Fear. In 2009, he joined 

the acting team of the series Game of Thrones in 

the role of Joffrey Baratheon. Following this role, 

Gleeson partially quit acting and has since starred 

in the BBC 2020 independent theater and 

miniseries Out of Her Mind.



● James Augustine Aloysius Joyce (2 February 

1882 – 13 January 1941) was an Irish novelist, short 

story writer, poet, teacher, and literary critic.

He contributed to the modernist avant-garde 

movement and is regarded as one of the most 

influential and important writers of the 20th century. 

Joyce is best known for Ulysses (1922), a landmark 

work in which the episodes of Homer's Odyssey are 

paralleled in a variety of literary styles, most famously 

stream of consciousness. Other well-known works are 

the short-story collection Dubliners (1914), and the 

novels A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) 

and Finnegans Wake (1939). His other writings include 

three books of poetry, a play, his published letters and 

occasional journalism.



● Katie Taylor (born July 2, 1986) - boxer, 

Olympic champion, multiple world and European 

amateur lightweight champion (60 kg).

She is one of the most successful players in the 

history of amateur boxing. Taylor won five 

consecutive gold medals at the Women's World 

Championships, gold six times at the European 

Championships, and gold five times at the 

European Union Championships. Hugely popular 

in Ireland, she is credited with raising the profile 

of women's boxing at home and abroad.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Amateur_Boxing_Championships
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Amateur_Boxing_Championships
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_boxing


● Mary Therese Winifred Robinson (née Bourke; 

born 21 May 1944) is independent politician who 

served as the seventh President of Ireland from 

December 1990 to September 1997, becoming the 

first woman to hold this office. She also served as 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights from 1997 to 2002 and a Senator for the 

University of Dublin from 1969 to 1989.

She is widely regarded as a transformative figure 

for Ireland, and for the Irish presidency, revitalising 

and liberalising a previously conservative, low-

profile political office. She resigned the presidency 

two months ahead of the end of her term of office 

to take up her post in the United Nations.



Saint Patrick's Day
It is an Irish national and religious holiday celebrated on March 

17, the feast of Ireland's patron saint, St. Patrick's.

Saint Patrick was a Roman-British missionary and bishop in Ireland in 

the 5th century. He is believed to have been born in Roman Britain in the 

4th century to a wealthy Romanesque-British family. His father was a 

deacon and his grandfather a priest in the Christian church. According to 

the Declaration he wrote, God told Patrick to flee to the coast where a 

ship would be waiting to take him home. Upon returning home, Patrick 

became a priest but returned to Ireland to convert the pagan Irish to 

Christianity.

Tradition has it that he died on March 17 and was buried in 

Downpatrick. Over the following centuries, many legends 

grew up around Patrick and he became Ireland's greatest 

saint.



St. Patrick's Day is a day off in Ireland, Northern 

Ireland, Newfoundland and Labrador, and Montserrat. 

The most important tradition of the celebration of St. 

Patrick's Day is wearing green clothes. Green is the 

national color of Ireland, referring to the grassy 

landscape of the island and symbolizing the clover 

traditionally attributed to Saint Patrick. In many cities, 

the Irish organize fairs and street parades dominated 

by greenery.

The main symbol of the holiday is shamrock, which is also 

one of the symbols traditionally associated with Ireland. 

According to the legend of St. Patrick, he used this plant to 

explain to the first Irish Christians the dogma of the Holy 

Trinity. They could not understand how it is possible that 

there are Three Divine Persons and at the same time they 

are one God. Yet another tradition related to the celebration 

of St. Patrick's Day is a tradition of drinking whiskey.



Interesting facts about Ireland
● Independence from Great Britain was 

obtained on December 6, 1921.

● The population density is 63 people / km2.

● This country is 4.5 times smaller than 

Poland.

● The longest river is Shannon 386 km.

● The highest peak is Carrauntoohil (1,041 

m.a.s.l.)

● The national animal is a deer.

● Political system - republic, parliamentary 

democracy.

● The currency is the euro.

● About 120,000 Poles live in this country.

● March 17 is St. Patrick's Day - the patron of 

the country.
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